
Case Study
GROUNDS FOR PLAY HELPS DEVELOP RELIGIOUS ENRICHMENT 
OUTDOORS AT THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IN LUBBOCK, TEXAS



FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH LUBBOCK
Lubbock, Texas

THE CUSTOMER: The First Baptist Church in Lubbock, Texas 

is a multi-ethnic and multi-generational community of people 

of all ages. It is their goal to worship, transform, and serve the 

community. 

The church has a variety of ministries that cater towards people of 

all ages - from infants to adults. 

People from all over the Lubbock community come together to 

worship and serve at this church. 

In 2009, they set a goal to increase and improve their children’s 

programs, both indoors and outdoors. 

They wanted to bring the religious enrichment from their programs 

outdoors with new play environments that cater towards children 

of all ages. 

They had an old wooden structure that had been in place since the 

1980s. They sought to replace this structure with ones that durable 

and maintenance-free. 

THE GROUNDS FOR PLAY SOLUTION: The First Baptist Church 

sought out to replace the original wooden play structure that was 

manufactured by Grounds For Play more than 25 years ago. 

In 2009, Yates was there to make all of their needs and wants a 

reality.

“We replaced our own all-wood playground that was put in during 

the 80s for something more durable,” Yates said.

The new play structures are made out of Fiberglass Reinforced 

Polymer (FRP) and Trex®, which are durable and maintenance-free 

materials.

They were expanding their child development programs and were 

getting more children to attend their church. 

“They needed to improve their play spaces with separate areas for 

We met these goals and provided a final product 
that the children enjoy while learning in a pleasant 
color pallet that blends in with the church campus 
overall. -Ric Yates

Grounds For Play Design Consultant

THE CHALLENGE: The church wanted to improve the quality and 

attendance of their children’s programs. The goal was to take the 

religious enrichment of their programs and bring that outdoors. 

There was an existing play structure that Grounds For Play (GFP) 

manufactured and installed during the 1980s. 

“The original First Baptist playground was done 25+ years ago. It 

was all wood - treated pine, which was what they made back then,” 

Design Consultant Ric Yates said. 

They needed to be able to have safe, affordable, and 

developmentally-appropriate outdoor play equipment that catered 

to children of all ages. 

They needed multiple separate playground areas dedicated to 

infants and toddlers, preschool children, and school age children. 

It was important to find a product that fit their needs while staying 

within their budget. They needed to create a brand new play 

environment that the children will enjoy. 
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IMPLEMENTATION: At the First Baptist Church in Lubbock, 

children learn, grow, and develop within this faith-based 

organization. This enrichment has been brought outdoors with the 

help of Grounds For Play. By adding a new play environment, it has 

helped this church become a valuable resource to the surrounding 

community. 

The church was expanding their children’s programs, so having 

new outdoor play equipment for children of all ages has made a 

positive impact on their children.

These products are designed to help children develop social, 

emotional, language, cognitive, motor and physical skills. 

RESULTS: All of the phases of new GFP products have been a 

huge improvement to the First Baptist Church. 

There has been a complete change in the play environment 

compared to when the original wooden playground was in place. 

Everyone is pleased with all of the improvements.

“We’ve done a lot of work on this site over the years. We met these 

goals and provided a final product that the children will enjoy for 

years to come,” Yates said. 

There are not any plans for any additions in the near future, but 

there is opportunity for repairs or adding more play value with 

more products such as musical instruments or an art area. 

“We look forward to a long and continuing relationship with this 

wonderful group of people,” Yates said. 

TO SEE THE PLAYGROUND 
IN ACTION CLICK HERE!

We’ve done a lot of work on this site over the 
years. We met these goals and provided a final 
product that the children will enjoy for years to 
come.

-Ric Yates
Grounds For Play Design Consultant

children of different age groups,” Yates said.

As the Design Consultant, Yates worked with the child care 

directors for each age group, the church facilities manager, the 

finance manager, and head pastor in order to create an outdoor 

play environment that would not only foster physical development, 

but social, emotional, and cognitive development as well. 

“We met these goals and provided a final product that the children 

enjoy while learning in a pleasing color pallet that blends with the 

church campus overall,” Yates said. 

Being located in Lubbock, Texas, it was important to protect 

children from harmful UV rays from the sun, so shade was added 

in strategic locations of the play environment over the infant and 

preschool areas. 

The improvements were implemented in different phases since 

2009. Now you will find outdoor play structures for children of all 

ages, an indoor playground, shade structures, and a custom ball 

pit. 

“The ball pit was something they specifically asked for,” Yates said.

Yates designed a 20ft diameter octagon shape that is made out of 

wood timbers. 
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